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Romans iv. 6. 


Even as David alſo deſeribeth the Bleſſedneſs of the Man 


unto whom God imputeth Righteouſneſs without Works. 


plain, and vindicate, the doctrine of a finner's 


T HIS Epiſtle is written on purpoſe to ſtate, ex- 
Juſtification before God, by the imputed righ- 


teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. In order to which, the Apoſtle 


takes up his two firſt chapters, and part of the third, in 
proving, that both Jews and Gentiles are under ſin, that 
they have by ſinning broke the law of God, and ſo are 
become liable to its curſes and condemnation, and there- 
fore cannot be juſtified in the fight of God, by their 
obedience to it; and then ſtrongly and juſtly concludes, 


B : that 
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that a man is juſtified by faith, in the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, without the deeds of the law. This 
doctrine he confirms in the beginning of this chapter, 
by inſtances of two of the greateſt men, for religion and 
godlineſs, that ever were in the Jewiſh nation. The 
one is Abraham, who was the friend of God, and the 
father of the faithful, and yet he was not juſtified be- 
fore God by his works; for what ſaith the Scripture ? 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him far 
righteouſneſs, in ver. 3. The other is David, a man after 
God's own heart, raiſed up by the Lord to fulfill all his 
will, Who yet was ſo far from truſting to, or depend- 
ing upon his own righteouſneſs, for juſtification, that he 
wholly places the happineſs of men, and ſo unqueſtion- 
ably his own, in a righteouſneſs imputed to him by God, 
without works, as in the words I have read unto you. 
In ſpeaking to which, I thall, 


I. Enquire what that righteouſneſs is, which God im- 
putes to his people for juſtification. 


II. What is meant by an imputation of it. 


III. The manner in which it is imputed to them with- 
out works. 


IV. The bleſſedneſs of thoſe perſons, who have it thus 
imputed to them. 


I. I ſhall inquire what this righteouſneſs is which God 
imputes ta his people for juſtification ; and alſo eadeayor 
to ſhew, what it is not, and then what it is. 


Firſt; 


6.3.3 


Firſt; What it is not. And 1. It is not man'sobedience 
to a law of works, becauſe this at beſt is imperfect, and 
therefore cannot juſtify, Thoſe perſons who have moſt 
eagerly purſued after righteouſneſs by the works of the 
law, and have made the greateſt advances towards it this 
way, yet have fell abundantly ſhort of it, as the people 
of Ifrael in general, and in particular the phari/ces, 
whoſe righteouſneſs made the greateſt pretences to a juſ- 
tifying one, of any people at the time in which they 
lived, and yet our Lord ſays of it, Matt. v. 20. Except 
your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes 
and phariſees, ye ſhall in no cafe enter into the tingaam of 
heaven, If it ſhould be ſaid theſe men were a parcel of hy- 
pocrites, and therefore their righteouſneſs is not to be 
mentioned, with the righteouſneſs of real and ſincere 
Chriſtians, it is eafily replied, in the words of the wiſe 
man, Eccleſſ. vii. 11. There is not @ juſ# man in the 
earth, who dieth good and ſinneth not. The moſt holy men 
that ever lived on the earth, have been always ready to 
to acknowlege the imperfections of their obedience and 
righteouſneſs. Job, was very early convinced of this, 
and very ingenuous in his confeſſion of it, when he ſays, 
Chap. ix. 30, 31. If I waſh myſelf with ſnow water and 
make my hands never fo clean, yet ſhalt thou plunge me in 
the ditch, and mine own cloaths ſhall abhor me. Or, as the 
words may be rendered, ſhall cauſe me to be abhorred 
or will diſcover me to be abominable ; that is, my gar- 
ments of righteouſneſs which I have took {o much pains , 
with to work out, make and keep clean, will be ſo far 
from rendering me grateful, in the fight of my Judge, 
that they will rather diſcover the abominable filthineſs of 
my nature, and ſo make me the object of his aborrence. 
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It is upon this account, and with the ſame view, that 
David deſired, Pſalm cxliii. 2. That God would not enter 


into judgement with him, becauſe that in his fight, no fleſh 


living could be juſtified; that is, by their own righteouſ- 


neſs. And fo. the Church in IJſaiab's time, Chap. Ixiv. 6. 
acknowledges, that all her Righteouſneſs were as filthy 


rags, and therefore could not be juſtifying. Beſides this 
can never be the righteouſneſs intended in my text. Be- 
cauſe this is a righteouſneſs of works, Whereas the righ- 
teouſneſs God is here ſaid to impute, is a righteouſneſs 
without works. Moreover man's obedience to the law of 
works is his own righteouſneſs. Whereas the righteouſ- 
neſs here mentioned muſt be anothers, becauſe it is an im- 
puted one. A man's own righteouſneſs, inherent in him, 
needs no imputation of it to him. Add to this, that the 
bleſſedneſs of a man, does not conſiſt in, or reſult from, 
his own righteouſneſs ; for ſalvation, which is the whole 
of a man's happineſs, as to ſpiritual things, is not by 
works of righteouſneſs done by men, but ſprings from, 


and is brought about, by the grace, mercy, and love of 


God through Chriſt ; for if man's happineſs conſiſted in, 


or was procured by his own righteouſneſs, the grace, 


mercy, and love of God in man's ſalvation, would be 
greatly obſcured and leſſened, his wiſdom, in the miſſion 
of his Son, would be liable to be impeached and arraigned, 
his miſſion would appear needleſs, as well as his death, as 
the Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 21. argues, if righteouſneſs comes 
by the law, then Chriſt is dead in ain. Which argument 
deſerves ſpecial notice, | 


2. This righteouſneſs is not man's obedience to the 
goſpel as a new and milder law, The ſcheme of ſome 
| perſons, 


1 
perſons, if I apprehend it right, is this, that Chriſt came 
into this world, to relax the oid law of works, and to 
mitigate and abate the ſeverities of it, and to introduce 
a new law, a goſpel law, a law of milder terms, a re- 
medial law, the terms and conditions of which, are 
faith, repentance, and fincere obedience, which though 


imperfect, is through Chriſt and for his ſake accepted of, 
in the room of a perfect righteouſneſs, The whole of 
which ſcheme is entirely falſe. For, in the firſt place, 

Chriſt came not into the world, either to deftroy, or ; 
relax the law of God, but to fulfil it, which he did com- 
pletly, by his active and paſſive obedience to it. He 


fulfilled every jot and tittle of the preceptive part of the 
law, which required a holy nature and perfect obedience, 
both which were found in him. He bore the whole pe- 
nalty of the law, in the room and ſtead of his people, all 
its exaCtions, requirements and demands were anſwered by 


him; ail its ſeverities were executed on him; he was not 


ſpared or abated any thing, and hereby he magnified the 
law, and made it honourable. He indeed freed his peo- 


ple from the curſe and condemnation of it; but has not 


either aboliſhed or relaxed it, but keeps it in his own 
hands as a rule of life and converſation to them, and has 


left it in its full mandatory, curſing and damning power 


over others without the leaſt mitigation, relaxation, or 
infringment of it. Moreover the goſpel is no new law, it 
is no law at all, there is nothing in it that looks like a 


law, it is called, Acts xx. 24. The goſpel of the grace of 
God; becauſe it is a diſcovery of the exceeding riches of 


God's grace in his kindneſs to loſt man, through, Jeſus 
Chriſt. It is called the goſpel of our ſalvation, becauſe 
it reveals the Saviour, it gives an account of his perſon, 


office, 


| 
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office, and grace, and of the great ſalvation he has 


wrought out; and points out the perſons who ſhall 
ſhare in it, and be everlaſting poſſeſſors of it, as the word 


| everyones itſelf tranſlated, goſpel, ſignifies good news, 


or glad tidings. Now what is there either in the name, 
or thing, that looks like a law. The goſpel is no other 
than a pure promiſe, a free declaration of peace and par- 
don, righteouſneſs, life, and ſalvation to poor ſinners by 
Jeſus Chrift, The ſum and ſubſtance of it is, rhat this 
is @ faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Teſus Chrift came into the world to ſave | 1 nners, 1 Tim. 
1. 15. 

Again; faith and repentance are not the conditions of 


the new covenant, or terms of any new law, as duties 


incumbent on us, they belong to the moral law, or law 
of works, which obliges us to obedience to every thing 
God does or ſhall reveal as his will. As graces beſtowed 
upon us by God, they are parts, they are bleſſings of the 
new covenant of grace, and not conditions of it. Beſides, 
if they were terms or conditions of this new law, or goſ- 
pel law talked of, which indeed is a contradiction in 
terms, they would not be more eaſy than the terms of 
the law of works were to Adam in innocence, Nay it 
was much more eaſy for Adam to have kept the whole 
Jaw of works, than it is for any of his fallen poſterity 
to repent and believe of themſelves. And how does this 
appear to be a remedial law, or a law of milder terms, 
as it is called, 

Once more, it is not confiſtent either with the truth or 
juſtice of God, to accept of an imperfe& righteouſneſs, 
though ever ſo ſincere, in the room of a perfect one, It is 
not ane with his truth. He whoſe judgement is 
g according 
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according to truth, can never account that a perfe& 


" righteouſneſs, which is imperfect. It is not conſiſtent 


with his juſtice, he who is the judge of all the earth 
will do right, and therefore he will by no means clear 
the guilty, without a full ſatisfaction to, and a reparation 
of his broken law. This is the true reaſon why he ſet 
forth Chriſt to be the propitiation for fin. Namely, that 
he might appear to be juſt whilſt he was the juſtifier of 
him that believes in Jeſus, ' Whereas, was he to juſtify 
perſons upon the foot of an imperfect Righteouſneſs, he 
would neither appear juſt to himſelf, or to his law, 
which requires a perfect and complete obedience. 


3. This righteouſneſs is not a man's profeſſion of reli- 
gion, or his ſubmiſſion to the ordinances of the goſpel, 


for men may draw near to God with their mouths, and 


honour him with their lips, and yet their hearts be re- 
moved far from him, and their fear of him be only taught 
by the precepts of men; they may ſeek the Lord daily, 
and ſeemingly delight to know his ways, as a nation that 
did righteouſneſs and forſook not the ordinances of their 
Gad; they may aſk of him the ordinances of juſtice, and 
in an outward ſhew take delight in approaching to him; 
they may appear to be outwardly righteous before men, 
and yet be inwardly full of all manner of impurity, May 
have a name to live and yet be dead ; they may have the 
form of godlineſs, and yet deny the power thereof; they 
may ſubmit to the ordinance of baptiſm, and conftantly 
attend the Lord's ſupper, and yet be deſtitute of a juſtify» 
ing righteouſneſs, Yea, even a real and genuine profeſſion 
of religion, and an hearty ſubmiſſion to goſpel ordinances, 

from 


ts ] 
from right principles to right ends, is not a man's righte- 


ouſneſs before God, ; 


4. Neither is ſincerity in any religion, no not in the 


beſt religion, this righteouſneſs ; for it is poſſible that a 
man may be ſincerely wrong, as well as ſincerely right. 
There may be a ſincere Pagan, or a ſincere Papiſt, or a 
fincere Mahometan, as well as a ſincere Chriſtian. Nay 
its poſſible for a man to be a ſincere perſecutor of the true 
religion, as well as a ſincere profeſſor of it. The Apoſtle 
Paul, was ſincere in perſecuting the goſpel, as well as 


he afterwards was, in preaching that faith he once 


deſtroyed. For he thought with himſelf, Acts xxvi, g. 
that he ought, in conſcience, for the glory of God, and 
the advancement of religion, to do many things contrary to 
#he name of Jeſus of Nazareth. And our Lord tells his 
diſciples, John xvi. 2. that the time was coming, 


that whoſoever killed them would think that he did God 


Jervice. So that ſincerity is not a man's righteouſneſs 
before God. And indeed take fincerity as a diſtinct 
grace of the Spirit of God, and it belongs to ſanctifica- 
tion, and not to juſtification, though it ſeems rather to 
be what runs through every other grace, than to be 
diſtin from them; and is what makes our faith un- 
feigned, our love without diſſimulation, and our hope 
without hypocriſy. 


- 5. Nor is the whole real work of grace and ſanctifi- 
cation upon the ſoul its juſtifying righteouſneſs, for this 
would be to confound juſtification and ſanctification toge- 


ther; which two bleſſings of grace, though they meet in 


one and the ſame ſubject, and come out of one and the 
ſame 
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ſame hand, yet are they in themſelves diſtin, Sancti- 


fication is a work of grace within us, juſtification is an' 
act of grace upon us. Sanctification is a gradual and 
progreſſive work; it is ſignified, 2 Pet. iii. 18. by a 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and it is a work that is but begun, yet is not yet finiſhes, 
and is carried on by degrees. Juſtification is done femul 
et ſemel, it is a compleat act at once; it 1s expreſſed, Col. 
ii. 10. by the ſaints being compicat in Chriſt, and per- 
feed by his one ſacri ce. 8 


6. If the whole work of ſanctification, is mot our 
juſtifying righteouſneſs before God, then certainly the 
to credere, or act of believeing, which is only a part of 
this work, cannot be it, There are indeed ſome ſcrip= 
tures in this chapter wherein is my text, which are by 
ſome thought to favor this notion, as when it is ſaid in 


ver. 3. Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to him for 


righteouſneſs ; and in ver. 5. his faith is counted for righte- 


* ouſteſ;; and in ver. g. for we ſay that faith was reckoned 


to Abraham for righteouſneſs; in all which places, not the 
act of faith, but the object ol faith is intended, as will ap- 
pear from this fingle conſideration, namely, that this it, 
or faith, which was imputed to Abraham, is ſaid to be im- 
puted to others alſo, as is evident from ver. 22, 23, 24, 
and therefore it was imputed unto him for righteouſneſs, 
Now if it was not written for his ſake alone, that it was 
imputed to him, but for us alſo, to whom it, the very ſelf 


ſame it, ſhall be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſ- 


ed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead. Now, whatever 
reaſon perſons may think they have to conclude, that 
Abraham's act of faith was imputed to himſelf, as his 


C juſtifying 
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juſtifying righteouſneſs ; yet it cannot with any reaſon | 
be concluded, that his act of faith ſhould be imputed to 


others alſo as ſuch. The plain meaning is, that object 


which Abraham's faith reſpected and was reckoned to him 


l for his righteouſneſs, is alſo imputed for righteouſneſs to 
ll all others who believe in Chriſt, Beſides, it ought to be 
| obſerved, that the apoſtle does not uſe the prepoſition arr. 
but :;; he does not ſay that faith was imputed ar Snaioouing 
inſtead of righteouſneſs, but «; $4uzoovm, unto. righte- 
ouſneſs, and the meaning of the phraſe is the ſame, with 
the meaning of the words in Rom. x. 10. For with the 
heart man believeth unto rightenuſneſs ; and is expreſſive 
of the great doctrine of juſtification by faith in the imput- 
ed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, That the 7 credere, or act of 
belicving, 1s not the righteouſneſs intended in my text, 
may appear yet more manifeſt, from the following con- 
{iderations, 
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Iſt. Faith as a duty performed, or as a grace exerciſed by 
the believer, is his own ; hence we read in ſcripture of 
| my faith, and thy faith, and his faith ; the juſt man is 
| AFfaidto live by bis faith, Heb. xvii. 5. And ſays our Lord 
to the woman of Canaan, O woman, great is thy faith, be 
it unto thee even as thou wilt, Matt. v. 28. And ſays the 
apoſtle, James ii. 28. ſhew me thy faith without thy 
works, and | will ſhew thee my faith by my works. But 
now the righteouſneſs by which a man is juſtified before 
| * God, is not his own, but another's, and therefore im- 
puted to him. Hence the Apoſtle Paul deſired to be 
found in Chriſt, not having on, ſays he, mine own righte- 
ouſneſe, which is of the law, Phil, iii, 9. Whereas if faith 
| | had 
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had been his righteouſneſs, he ſhould have deſired to have 
on his own righteouſneſs, and not another's, 


2d. Faith as ſuch is a work of the law, as it is the gift 
of God, and a grace beſtowed upon us; it is a part of the 
covenant of grace, as has been already obſerved, but as it 
is a duty required of us, and performed by us, it belongs 
to the law, and is done in obedience to it. It is called 
the commandment of God. This is his commandment, 
that ye believe on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, x John 
iii. 23. It is called the work of God, John vi. 28, 29, 
not only becauſe it is wrought in us by God, but alſo 
becauſe it is required of us by him; every command and 
all duty belongs to the law, as every promiſe and all 
grace does to the goſpel, Now if faith, as an act of 
ours, is our juſtifying righteouſneſs, then we are juſtified 
by a work of the Jaw, whereas the ſcripture ſays, Rom, 
iii. 20. By the deeds of the law, there jhall ng fleſh be juſtte 


fed in his ſight, 


3d. Faith is imperfe in the beſt of ſaints ; our Lord 
frequently called his own diſciples, men of little faith ; 


and fo conſcious were they themſelves of the imperfection 


of it, that they prayed to him, ſaying, Luke xvii. 5. 
Lord. increaſe our faith, "There are ra v;puare Ty; micews, 
ſome deficiences, ſomething lacking, in the faith of the 
belt of God's people. Every one has reaſon to fay, more 
or leſs, as the poor man in the goſpel did, Mark ix, 24. 
Lerd I believe, help thou mine unbelięf. And for this reaſon 
faith cannot be our juſtifying righteouſneſs, for that ought 
to be perfect, Beſides, was it perfect, it is but a part of 
the law. It is indeed one of the weightier matters of the 
law, as in Matt, xxiii, 23. but then it is not the whole 
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of the law. Now the ſcripture ſays, Gal. iii. 10. Curſed is 
every one that continueth not in all things, which are written 
in the book of the law, to do them, And God whoſe judge- 
ment is according to truth, cannot reckon that a perfect 
conformity to the law, which is only a partial one. 


4th. Faith is manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed from righteouſ- 
neſs, Rom. x. 10. when a man is ſaid to believe unto 
righteouſneſs, when the righteouſneſs of God is ſaid to 


be revealed from faith to faith, and when it is ſaid to be 
through the faith of Chriſt, and is called the righteouſneſs 


of God by faith. Now then, if faith. and righteouſneſs are 
two different things, then faith is not our juſtifying 
righteouſneſs, and ſo not the righteouſneſs mentioned in 
my text. 


5th. Something elſe is repreſented, as the righteouſneſs 
by which a ſinner is juſtified before God. The people of 
God, are ſaid to be juſtified freely by the grace of God, 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſome 
times by the blood of Chriſt, and at other times by 
the one man's obedience, Rom. ii. 24. and vi. 9—1g. 
Now, faith is not the redemption in Chrift Jeſus, nor is 
it the blood of Chriſt, nor is it his obedience either 
active or paſſive, and therefore is not that which is im- 
puted for juſtification. 

Nevertheleſs, faith muſt be allowed to have a very great 
concern in the buſineſs of juſtification. Hence we are 
{aid to be juſtified by faith, Rom. v. 1, not by faith 
either as a work performed by us, or as a grace wrought 
in us, but we arc juſtified by it relatively or objectively, 
as it reſpects, apptehends, and lays hold on Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs 


- 
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righteou ſneſs for juſtification; or we are juſtified by it or- 
ganically, as it is a recipient of this bleſſing, for faith is 
the hand which receives the bleſſing from the Lord, and 
righteouſneſs from the God of our ſalvation, Faith is 
that grace to which this righteouſneſs 1s revealed, and 
by which the ſoul firſt ſpies it. When beholding its 
glory, ſufficiency and ſuitablenels, it approves of it, and 
renounces its own righteouſneſs, It is that grace by 
which a ſoul puts on Chriſt's righteouſneſs as its garment, 
and rejoices therein, by which all boaiting in a man's 
own works is excluded, and by which all the glory of 
juſtification 1s given to Chriſt, But I proceed, 


Secondly, To ſhew, what is this righteouſneſs intended 
in my text, which God imputes unto his people, and 
that is, the righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By 
which I mean not his eſſential righteouſneſs as God, as 
Oſiander dreamed, For though he who is our Righteouſ- 
neſs is 7ehaveh, Jerem. xxiii. 6. yet that righteouſneſs of 
his by which he is Jehovah, is not our juſtifying righte- 
_ ouſneſs, but that which reſults from his active and paſſive 
obedience as Mediator, Rom. v. 1. For by one man's 
obedience many are made righteous, or 13, that righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, which conſiſts of the holineſs of his na- 
ture, the conformity of his life and aCtions to the law of 
God, and his ſuſtaining the whole penalty of that law, 
in the room and ſtead of his people. In the commenda- 
tion of which righteouſneſs, many things might be ſaid; 
let theſe few following ſuffice at preſent, 


1. It is a law honoring, and a juſtice ſatisfying righte- 
ouſneſs, and therefore God is well pleaſed with it, Rom, 


v. . 


1 


v. 9. is well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, becauſe 
he hath magnified the law and made it honourable, The 
law is made more honourable by Chriſt's obedience to it, 
than it is by the obedience of all the angels in heaven, 
or than it could be by all God's people on earth, ſup- 
poſing their obedience was never ſo perfect. The reaſon 
is becauſe of the greatneſs of his perſon, he being God as 
well as man, who obeyed and wrought out a righteouſ- 
neſs, which is alſo ſuch an one, as juſtice can find no 
fault with, but is entirely ſatished with, and in which 
God's people appear even in the eye of juſtice, unblame- 
able, and irreproveable, - 2. It is perfect and compleat, 
and acquits from all fin and condemnation, thoſe who are 
intereſted it in, are perfectly comely thro* the comelineſs 
which is put upon them ; they are compleat in Chriſt, the 
head of all principality and power; they are juſtified by this 
righteouſneſs, from all things, from which they could not 
be juſtified by the law of Maoſes; they are freed from all 
guilt of fin, are not under obligation to puniſhment, and 
{hall not enter into condemnztion ; their fins are now co- 
vered and hid, from the eye of divine juſtice, and when 
they are ſought for hereafter ſhall not be found, 


3. It is the righteouſneſs of God, and ſo ſerves for ma- 
ny; if it had been only by the righteouſneſs of a creature, 
it could have been of no uſe and ſervice, but to the crea- 
ture who was the author of it ; but it being the righteouſ- 
neſs of God, it is to all and upon all that believe; many 
are made righteous by it, even. all the elect of God and feed 
of Chriſt. For in him ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſti- 
fied and ſhall glory. It is a garment down to the foot, and 
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covers every member, even the meaneſt and loweſt in 
Chriſt's myſtical body. 


4. It is an everlaſting righteouſneſs, Our righteouſ- 
neſs is both imperfect and of a ſhort continuance, Like 
Epbraim's goodneſs, it is as the morning cloud and the 
early dew. But Chriſt's righteouſneſs will abide for 
ever, it is a garment that will never wear out, or wax old, 
it is a righteouſneſs that will laſt our lives, be of ſervice 
at death, appear freſh at judgement, and will anſwer for 
us in a time to come, and give us an abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


5. It is a better righteouſneſs than Adam had in inno- 
cence, or the angels now have in heaven. Adam's righte- 
ouſneſs was the righteouſneſs of a creature, but this the 

righteouſneſs of God. That was looſeable and was ac- 
tually loſt, Ecclef, vii. 9g, for God made man upright, but 
he ſought out many inventions, in ſeeking which he loſt 
his righteouſneſs ; but Chriſt's righteouſneſs can never be 
loſt, it abides for ever, The ſame may be ſaid of the 
righteouſneſs of Angels, which at beſt is but a creature 
righteouſneſs, and might be loſt, as it was by a large 
number of them, and might have been by the reſt, had it 
not been for confirming grace from Chriſt, Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs may well be called, Luke xv. 22. the beſt robe, 
for it is {uch an one as Adam never had to his back in 
innocence, or the angels now have in glory. But I go 
ON, 


II. To enquire what is meant by the imputation of 
this righteouſneſs; which is the way in-which it becomes 
| ours, 
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ours and indeed is the only way in which it ean become 
ours. The Hebrew word un uie_ in Gen. xv. 6. and the 
greek word Myupa uſed by the apoſtle nere, figniiics to 
eſtimate, reckon, impute, or place ſomething to the gc- 
count of another. So the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is eſti- 
mated, reckoned, and imputed to be his people's, and is 
placed to their account as ſuch by God the Father, and 
looked upon as much by him as their juſtifying righteouſ- 


neſs, or as though it had been wrought by them, in their 


own perſons. That this righteouſneſs becornes ours this 
way, is manifeſt, For in the ſame way that Adam's fin 
became ours, the ſame way the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
becomes ours; of the ſame way we are made finners by 
the diſobedience of Adam, are we made righteous by the 
obedience of Chriſt, Rom. v. 19. For as by one man's 
diſubedience, many were made ſinners. So by the oledi- 
ence of one, ſhall many be made righteous, Now Adam's 
fin became ours, or we were made ſinners, through his 
fin; by imputation, it was reckoned, it was placed to 
the account of all his poſterity. So Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs becomes ours, or we are made righteous, through 


that righteouſneſs of his; by the imputation of it to us, 


it is reckoned, 1t is placed to our account. Again, the 
ſame way our fins became Chriſt's, Chriſt's righteouſ- 


neſs becomes ours, as appears from Cor. v. 21. He 


who knew no fin, was made fin for us, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. Now the 
way in which Chriſt was made fin for us, was by impu- 
tation ; he never had any fin inherent in him, though 
he had it transferred unto him and laid upon him. So the 
way in which we are made the righteouſneſs of God, 
muſt be by the imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and 
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indeed we cannot be made righteous any other way, than 
by imputation. For the objects of juſtification are un- 
godly perſons in themſelves; for God juſtifies the un- 
godly, as in the verſe preceding my text. Now if they 
are ungodly in themſelves, then they are not juſtified 
by a righteouſneſs of their own, it muſt be by the righte- 
duſneſs of another. And if they are juſtihed by the righte- 
ouſneſs of another, that other's righteouſneſs, muſt be 
ſome way or other made their's, it muſt be placed to 
their account, and reckoned as their own, which is only 
done by an imputation of it to them, But, 


III. I ſhall now conſider the manner in which this righ- 
teouſneſs is thus imputed, and that is, without works. 
That this righteouſneſs is imputed without works, is ma- 
nifeſt from the character the perſons bear, whom God 
juſtifies, which is that of ungodly ones, as has been juſt 
now obſerved, If they are ungodly, they are without 
works ; good works, or works of righteouſneſs. If God 
therefore will juſtify ſuch, as he certainly does, he muſt 
juſtify them by imputing a righteouſneſs to them, with- 
out any conſideration of works done by them. And, in- 
deed, if God did not impute righteouſneſs for juſtification 
in this manner, juſtification would not be an act of free 
grace, as it is always repreſented to be. We may argue 
about juſtification, as the Apoſtle does about election, when 
he ſays, Rom. xi. 6. and if of grace, then it is no more 
of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace, But if it be 
of works, then it is no more grace, otherwiſe work is no 
more work, We are ſaid, Titus iii. 7. to be juſtified, 
not only by the grace of God, but freely by his grace, to 
expreſs the abundance agd freeneſs of divine grace, in the 
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free gift of righteouſneſs unto juſtification of life. Be- 
fides, if righteouſneſs was not imputed without works, 
boaſting would not be excluded, as it is in God's way of 
juſtifying ſinners, by Chriſt's righteouſneſs, without any 
conſideration of them. And, indeed, works are not cauſes 
of any ſort in the affair of juſtification, they are not the 
moving cauſe of it: For that is the free grace of God; 
Ngr are they the material cauſe of it, for that is the obe- 
dience and righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Nor are they the in- 
ſtrumental cauſe, for that is faith, nor are they the cauſa a 
fine qua non, or cauſes without which perſons are juſtified, 
who never performed good works. And indeed thoſe 
that are juſtified, are juſtified, if not without the preſence 
of them, yet without the efficiency of them, or any con- 


ſideration of them as having any caſual influence on juſti- 


fication ; for with reference hereunto, they are not to be 
admitted into the loweſt claſs or range of cauſes. It may 
perhaps be ſaid, how then can the Apoſtles, Paul and James, 


be reconciled in this matter, ſeeing che one poſitively 


affirms, Rom. iii. 28. that a man is juſtified by faith, 
without the works of the law; and the other, James ii, 


21. 24, 25. as poſitively aſſerts, that a man is juſtified, 


by works, and not by faith only, To which I anſwer, 
there are two things, which when obſerved, will rectify 
and quickly remove the ſeeming difficulty, and reconcile 
the Apoſtles to each other, which are, x. They ſpeak 
of two different things. The Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of the 
juſtification of a man's perſon before God, and this he 


truly aſterts to be, by a righteouſneſs imputed without 


works. The Apoſtle James ſpeaks of a juſtification of 
a man's faith, or of his cauſe before men, which he alſo 
truly aſſerts to be by works, for wiſdom is juſtified of her 

. . children, 
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children, Matt. xi: 19. True and undefiled religion is dif 
covered and bore witneſs to by good works. Faith is ſhewn 
forth, made known, and evideatially perfected by them; 
in juſtificati n by imputed righteouſneſs, a man has not 
whereof to boaſt before God, In juſtification of a man's 


cauſe by works, a man has whereof to boaſt before men, 


and in ſome caſes with a becoming modeſty may ſay with 
Samuel, 1 Sam, Xii, 3. Whoſe ox have I taken ? whoſe 
aſs have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded ? 


2. They ſpeak to two different ſort of perſons. The 
Apoſtle Paul had to do with ſelf Juſliciaries, who ſought 
for righteouſneſs not by faith, but as it were by the works 
of the law, who being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, 
went about toeſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, and ſo ſub- 
mitted not to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, The Apoſtle 
James had to do with a ſet of men called Gnofticks, who 
boaſted of their knowledge, from whence they took their 
name. Theſe were the Libertines and Antinomians of that 
day, who truſting to their ſpeculative notions and hiſto- 
rical faith, deſpiſed the law, and diſregarded and neg- 
lected the performance of good works, accounting 
their knowledge ſufficient unto ſal vation. And this alſo 
occaſioned thoſe different modes of expreflion in theſe 


Apoſtles, who otherwiſe were agreed in the ſame truths, 
I go on, * | 


IV. To conſider the bleſſedneſs of thoſe perſons 
who have this righteouſneſs imputed to them. 1. They 
are freed from all fin and condemnation, not from the 
being of ſin, but from the guilt of it, and all obligation 
to puniſhment, Rom. viii. J. For there is no con- 

demnation 
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demnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, to them 

who are made the righteouſneſs of God, in him, they 

may ſay as the Apoſtle did, Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who 

ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? it is 

God that juſtifies, who ſhall condemn ; it is Chriſt that 

died. And therefore they muſt be happy perſons, for 

bleſſed is the man whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and 

whoſe ſin is covered; bleſſed is the man to whom the 

Lord will not impute fin, with which words David, 

Palm xxxii. 1. deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the 

perſons intereſted in this righteouſneſs.---2, Their per- 

ſons and ſervices are both acceptable to God, he is well 

pleaſed with both, for Chriſt's righteouſneſs ſake. 

Chriſt's garments ſmell of myrrh, aloes and caſſia, with » | <2 

which his people being clad, the Lord ſmells a ſweet 

ſmell in them, as the ſmell of a field which the Lord hath 

bleſſed ; their perſons come up with acceptance before 
him, and their ſacrifices both of prayer and praiſe are 

grateful to him, through the perſon, blood, righteouſneſs 

and mediation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs which is imput- 

ed to them, ſhall never be taken away from them, is one 

of thoſe bleſſings he will never reverſe, and one of thoſe 

gifts of his which are without repentance.— 4 It ſhall 

go well with theſe perſons in life, at death, and at judg- 
ment, Iſaiah iii. 10. Say ye to the Righteous it ſhall go well 

with him. It ſhall go well with him in life, for all things 

work together for his good. It. ſhall go well with him 

at death. For the righteous hath hope in his death, 

founded upon this righteouſneſs imputed to him. It 

ſhall go well with him at judgment, for this righteouſneſs 

will anſwer for him at that time, and bring him off clear 

at God's bar, and introduce him into his kingdom and 


glory. 
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glory,—5. Such perſons are heirs of glory, and ſhall 
everlaftingly enjoy it, for being juſtified by grace, they 


are made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 


Tuftification and glorificatian are cloſely connected to- 
gether, For whom God juſtified, them he alſo glorihed, 


Rom. viii. 30. Juſtified perſons may comfortably argue, 


from their juſtification, to their glorification, and ſtrongly 
conclude with the apoſtle, Rom. v. 9. That if they 
are juſtified by the blood of Chriſt, they ſhall be ſaved 
from wrath through him. I ſhall add no more, but ſome 


ſhort improvement of what has been ſaid, and 


I, Seek firſt the kingdom of G od and his righteouſneſs, ; 
for without a righteouſneſs there will be no admittance 
into heaven, and ſuch an one it muſt be, as is com- 
menſurate to all the demands of God's righteous law, for 
no other will be ſatisfactory to divine Juſtice, —2, Go to 
Chriſt for ſuch an one, in whom only it is to be had, Who 
is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, to every one that 
believes, Rom. x. 4. it may be had in him, it cannot be 
had in any other. For ſurely, or only, ſhall one ſay, 
in the Lord have I righteouſneſs and —__ Ian . 
xlv. 24. 


3. Admire the grace of God, in imputing this righte- 


ouſneſs to you, and rejoice therein; it is grace in Chriſt 


to procure, and grace in the Father toſimpute it, and grace 
in the Spirit to apply it. Admire the grace of each perſon 


herein, and aſcribe the glory of your juſtification to it. 


4. Miſerable will thoſe perſons be, who will be found 
at the laſt day without this righteouſneſs, for ſuch ſhall 
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not inherit the kingdom of God, they will not be admit- 
ed into the wedding chamber, not having on the wedding 
garment, but orders will be given to bind the m hand 
and feet, and caſt them into outer darkneſs, where will 
be weeping, wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. 


27 This Sermon was never before Printed. | 
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